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Rural mobility – an engine for developing strong rural communities

Starting a shared mobility services – practical experiences from different European rural areas

ruralsharedmobility.eu/time-to-act-for-rural-mobility
ruralsharedmobility.eu/time-to-act-for-rural-mobility-2
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Go To Webinar tutorial

How to use the control 
panel?

• Click on the orange 
arrow icon in order 
to hide the panel 
showing the Q&A, 
audio settings and 
chat.

This webinar is being recorded to make the content 

available to other interested parties afterwards. 

How to ask a question?

• Type your question in the dedicated section of the panel and send it to the 
organizers.

• All questions related to the content of the discussion will be answered at 
the end of the webinar.

• Please also use this section to inform us if you are experiencing IT-related 
issues.  

How to participate in a poll?

• The poll appears directly on 
your screen when the 
presenter starts it.

• Please click on the option(s) 
you want to select and then 
click “Submit”.
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Rural shared mobility in Europe: Key findings from the SMARTA Project 

Of the EU’s rural 
population is at risk of 

poverty or social exclusion

24%

Of the EU’s population
lives in rural areas

27%

2017

Rural reality in Europe



6

Workshop | 30-31/01/2019 | BrusselsSMARTA | Time to rethink rural mobility Third webinar | 15/07/2020 | On-lineSMARTA | Webinar series

• De-Population 
(Ageing population and two-fold 
migration effect)

• Connectivity – physical 
and digital

• Lower income

• Vulnerability to weather 
conditions

• Diversity and differences 
between regions

• Geographical conditions 
(from peri-urban to 
mountain to insular rural 
mobility)

• Social aspects

Actual situation in European rural areas
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The SMARTA project
• Sponsored by European 

Parliament

• Funded by EC-DG MOVE

• Objective: 

Explore ways to ensure 
sustainable mobility by 
improving shared/public 
transport services across 
different European rural areas 

UNIABDN

VECTOS

TML

EIP
MEMEX
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Insight Papers
Analysis of the challenges of mobility in 
rural areas and the framework in each of 
the 28 EU countries (plus selected EEA 
states, North America and Australia)

34
1. EU: 28 Countries 

(+ Scotland)
2. Non- EU countries: 

Albania, North 
Macedonia, 
Moldova

3. Rest of the world: 
Canada, Australia

Insight papers on SMARTA website

SMARTA | Webinar series Third webinar | 15/07/2020 | On-line

https://ruralsharedmobility.eu/insight-papers-page/
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Good Practices
Comprehensive overview of Good 
Practices in rural shared mobility from 
around Europe and beyond

32
1. Demand Responsive Transport 

2. Rail and Bus Public transport 
Networks 

3. Shared Mobility

4. Transport Policy

5. Hybrid cases

Good Practices on SMARTA website

SMARTA | Webinar series Third webinar | 15/07/2020 | On-line

https://ruralsharedmobility.eu/good-practices/
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Laurie Pickup is a social scientist who has worked in
transport since 1975: in Government research on access
and mobility issues, in academia at Oxford University, and
then in consultancy.

He is currently the International Director for Vectos
transport planning consultancy and hon. Professor of
EuropeanTransportPolicy at the University of Aberdeen.

He is a social psychologist specialising in mobility mind-sets
and meeting the mobility needs of different groups of the
population.

His work related to rural areas spans the history of rural
transport innovation from the UK RUTEX experiments of
the 70s, privatisation impacts in the 80s to the SAMPO DRT
innovation in the 90s, the ARTS initiative in the 00’s and
now in SMARTA.

Most important of all he has been a rural resident for 38
years in 3 EU states.

Laurie Pickup – panel discussions 
chair

Locals, incomers, home comers and 
visitors: changing mobility lifestyles 
within rural areas in Europe

We feature five presentations that provide
examples of what can be done for rural
mobility – examples for all of you to take
away and tailor to the requirements of
your local rural area. How can
collaborative-shared mobility schemes
enhance cohesion and improve the sense
of rural identity and generate closer social
ties within rural areas? How can these
new mobility innovations adapt to the
strong seasonal changes in demand with
tourism that affect most rural areas –
perhaps this is an opportunity, not a
difficulty?

15 July 2020

www.ruralsharedmobility.eu

Laurie
Pickup
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Thank you for your interest!


