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Introduction

• Overview of good practices in rural areas

• Identify frameworks that govern rural shared 

mobility 
• poli

 organisational, regulatory, financial, etc.

 how they shape/restrict available services

• Key activity not previously undertaken 
for rural mobility systematically across all the EU 

Member states 



SMARTA approach
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Insight Papers
• IPs  to describe frameworks for EU-28
• 6-7 pages for each IP
•

• + selected third countries:
 Albania, Macedonia, Moldova, Norway, Switzerland, 

Australia, Canada, USA

• IP research
 Desk study of policy docs

 Expert interviews

 Ministries

 Transport authorities

 Service providers
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Insight Papers coverage – For each country: 
 Overview of regions, demographics and rurality

 Main policies (if any) relating to rural mobility

 Obligations to provide rural mobility services

 Institutional/organisational framework: 

 For policy, planning and organisation of local/rural PT

 Regulatory framework for provision of local PT

 Programmes/grant systems for rural services

 Local, regional or national DRT schemes 

 Restrictions to mobility services:

 min/max vehicle capacity 

 qualifications of drivers
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Source: ctauk.org/connecting-communities-in-wales/
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Insight Papers coverage – For each country: 
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extract



Preliminary findings
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1. What are the main characteristics of “smart rural transport areas”?

2. What are the main issues affecting rural mobility across European (and third) 

Countries?

3. How might we classify trends, diversity and practice in rural transport?

4. What classification and observations about the policy and organisational 

frameworks for rural shared mobility in Europe can we make?

5. Who are the key stakeholders and user groups?
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1. What are the main characteristics of “smart rural transport areas”?

• The main focus of rural policy making is agriculture in several countries (e.g. 

RO, BG, EE, LT, EL, HR, IT)

• “Smart” transport more national and urban (common)

• Mobility not yet significant element of Smart Villages

• Some rural ICT applications (e.g. NL real time info, SI car pooling, LV ridesharing, 

AU rural AV trials)

• No strong rural MaaS agenda (except UK MaaS Scotland rural demos, FI national 

MaaS prog & SE ‘Drive Sweden’ nationwide MaaS vision)

• Basic physical infrastructure needed first, esp in remote rural areas (esp RO, 

HR, BG & AU)
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Source: www.roadex.org

Source: www.low-carbonbritain.co.uk
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2. What are the main issues affecting rural mobility 
across European (and third) Countries? 

Direct ‘transport’ issues  and Indirect ‘rural’ issues affect mobility

1. Direct ‘transport’ issues

• Connectivity issues:
 Physical networks need to be more developed (esp BG, RO & HR, but common)

 Poor public transport service provision related to austerity cutbacks (common)

• Schools transport generally maintained even when no/ltd PT (IE & LV)

• Awareness of services hindered by lack of adequate info (common)
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2. What are the main issues affecting rural mobility 
across European (and third) Countries? (Continued)

2. Indirect ‘rural’ issues

• Common socio-demographic issues (see MAMBA Project):
 Rural depopulation (PL, SE, AT, IE,LT, LV, BG) - Ageing population (IT, UK) - Poverty (RO)

 Unemployment (IE, LT, EL) - Migration (AT) - Refugees (EL) 

• Lack of policy action on NEETS in rural areas (common)

• Lack of attention to rural economy per se (exceptions PL ’Digital Poland’)

• Lack of attention to rural tourism (exception AT ‘SAMO’ and ‘GO-MOBIL’ projects, LAST-MILE in 7 

EU countries)
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3. How might we classify trends, diversity 
and practice in rural transport?

• Car dependency a key issue (common)

• Declining PT provision (common)

• Uneven coverage of special services for specific user 

groups (better when sustained over time e.g. FR, UK, IE, DK & AU)

• Evidence of innovation in rural transport (see Day 2!)
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Source: www.thewestmorlandgazette.co.uk

Source: www.amazon.co.uk
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4. What classification and observations about the policy 
and organisational frameworks for rural shared mobility 
in Europe can we make?

• Agricultural policies dominate in rural areas (common)

• Lack of transport policy definition (common)

 fragmentation of responsibility/provision in transport sector

• Lack of targets/obligations for mobility provision in rural areas (common)

• Different levels of regulation lead to a lack of integration (common)

• Little specific regulation for flexible transport services (exceptions UK & IT)

• Subsidy vital to continuing service provision (e.g. UK, NL, HR, BG, PL & RO)
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5. Who are the key stakeholders and user groups?
• Stakeholders
 Government (with role affected by the regulatory environment)

 Transport service providers (public and private)

 Voluntary sector (interesting examples in UK, IT, DE, IE & SI)

 Rural communities

• User groups
 Inhabitants 

 Vulnerable groups

 Tourists
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Source: www.cpre.org.uk



Looking ahead to the 
breakout sessions…
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Theme 1. Defining the “rural mobility problem” 

a) What are the primary problems regarding mobility in rural areas and how do they 

manifest themselves?

b) Are there real differences across type of rural area, regions, Member States (as 

suggested by SMARTA); is a typology needed to properly define and understand the 

situation?
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c) Who/what is most impacted by weaknesses in rural mobility?
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Theme 1. Defining the “rural mobility problem” 

e) Is it agreed that rural mobility is a problem that merits a high level of priority by 

political and administrative layers across Europe?
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d) To what extent does weakness in rural mobility inhibit other strategies for rural 

areas and regions?
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Theme 2. Can changes at the framework level make a 
significant difference?

a) Is it fair to state that specific Policy for Rural Mobility is lacking throughout Europe?

b) Are the institutional, regulatory and financial frameworks sufficient for rural 

mobility?
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c) Are these things fundamental root causes, or can rural mobility be significantly 

improved within the existing frameworks?

d) If we consider that they are root causes, then what are the priorities for change at 

framework level?
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Theme 2. Can changes at the framework level make a 
significant difference?

e) If we consider that they are not root causes, what stimulus is needed for the existing 

frameworks to deliver more effective rural mobility?

f) Does rural mobility require some type of structured intervention, or it is sufficient 

for Member States and Regions to continue to deal with it as they see fit?
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Thank you!

m.beecroft@abdn.ac.uk

www.ruralsharedmobility.eu
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